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moir." I verily believe I could say any of the three
off by heart, for we got no other books till vvu
reached Nijui Novgorod. I do not know what I
should have done without Reiif s Russian Grammar
and Dictionary, with the help of which I managed
to scrape up a little Bussian, which ou more than
one occasion stood me in good stead. Contrary to
general belief, a superficial knowledge of this.lan-
guage is very soon learnt. lu less than a month I
was able to converse fairly well, and ask for what
I wanted, though T cannot vouch for my grammar.
Furs were the next consideration, and I was
surprised to find how dear they were; but the fact
that all, even the commonest, have to be sent to
Moscow to be cured and made up, explained this.
A pelisse of the cheapest kind, reindeer skin out-
side and sea-bear in, cost me nearly 22/., and then

E------told me that I had not paid too dear.    The

samo skins unmade would have cost about 121.
My friend the Polish barman attempted to dissuade
me from buying one at all, saying we should find
, fur clothes useless, the weather would be so hot,
but I was very glad of my " shouba " and seal cap
on more than one occasion before we got to Tomsk.
The most costly fur procurable in Siberia is the
silver fox, or rather the paws of that animal. No
comme-U-/aut person ever thinks of wearing any
other part, for the whole skin is only worth one-
tenth part of one of the tin jy velvety paws. The
next in value is the beaver, then the sable, the
marten, and astrakan, the last being bear, elk, and
I'eindeer, which latter are, however, only worn by
the lower orders.